Chapter Twelve
RETURN   OF   THE   WHITE   EAGLE

THE   POLISH   REPUBLIC   WAS   THE   EMBODIMENT   OF

the strong spirit of the Polish people. However,
we must know the physical events that led up
to its creation, as well as the history of its brief
existence before we can understand why Poland
succumbed in a few weeks even to the over-
whelming might of the German Army.

On I4th August 1914, the Grand Duke
Nicholas, Commander-in-Chief of the Russian
armies, issued from Petrograd the following
proclamation:

* Poles! The hour has sounded when the
sacred dream of your fathers and forefathers
can come true. A century and a half has passed
since the living flesh of Poland was torn in
pieces, but her soul is not dead. It lives in the
hope that the hour will come in which resusci-
tated Poland will reconcile herself fraternally
with Great Russia. The Russian troops bring
to you the happy news of that reconciliation.
May the frontiers disappear that divide the
Polish people, thus making of them a unity
under the sceptre of the Emperor of Russia I
Under that sceptre Poland will be born again,
free in religion, in language* and in self-govern-
ment* Russia expects from you equal considera-
tion for the rights of the nationalities with which
history has linked you. Great Russia comes to
meet you with open heart and brotherly hand.
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